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SIR, 


oa OUR generous Concern to promote 

good Deſigns occaſions you this 
n Trouble. There is now, and has been 
for ſome while, much Diſcourſe about erect- 
ing a Houſe, or Houſes, for the Reception 
of penitent Women, who have been diſor- 
derly in their Lives: a Deſign, formerly un- 
known, and unheard of among us. It has 
been propoſed by ſome, that they ſhould be 
called Magdalen - Houſes. And there is al- 
ready eſtabliſned a Houſe of this Kind in 
Goodman's-Fields, which is called a Mag- 
dalen- Houſe for penitent Proſtitutes. 

As that Denomination is diſliked by others, 
beſide my-ſelf, I have taken the Liberty to 
addreſs You upon this Subject. 

I preſume, it may be owing to a Suppoſition, 
that the fine Story, recorded in the ſeventh 
Chapter of St. Luke's Goſpel, of the gra- 
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cious Reception, which our Lord gave to 
a Woman, there called 4 Sinner, relates to 
Mary Magdalen. And Tou, Sir, if I do 
not miſunderſtand You, in your Letter to 
Robert Dingley Eſq; at p. 22. ſpeak of 
Mary. Magdalen as a Harlot &. 

And that ſhe is the Woman, there ſpo- 
ken of, muſt have been at ſome times a 
prevailing Opinion. For the Summary of 
Part of that Chapter, in our Englith Bibles, 
is to this Purpoſe. . © Our Lord ſheweth by 
Occaſion of Mary Magdalen, how he is a 


Friend to Sinners, not to maintain them in 
Sins, but to forgive their Sins upon Faith 


Never- 


* The Words, to which I refer, are theſe : «© What Judge- 
ment did the Saviour of the World paſs on a Harlot ? What 
was the Caſe of Mary Magdalen?“ 

+ The Contents, or Summaries, prefixed to Chapters in 
our Bibles, ſeem to have been annexed to the Engliſh Tranſ- 
lation, now in Uſe, which was made in the Time of King 
James the firſt. For, in all Editions of that Tranſlation, 
ſo far as I have obſerved, they are the ſame, where there 
are any Contents at all. But it is not to be ſuppoſed, that 
they repreſent the Senſe of all learned Men in general. For 
in an Engliſh Bible, in the Quarto Form, printed in the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth, in 1599. by the Deputies of Chriſ- 
topher Barker, the Summary of that Paragraph in Luke vii. is 
this: The ſinful Woman waſheth Jeſus Feet.” In Pool's 
Engliſh Annotations it is this: Eating at Simon's Houſe 

| 1p | a Wo- 
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Nevertheleſs I cannot think, that Mary 
Magdalen is there meant, | 
One Reaſon here offers from the Hiſtory 
itſelf, at ver. 27. where ſhe is ſaid to be 4 
Wiman in the City, in which our Lord then 
was. Which, according to moſt Harmo- 
nizers of the Goſpels, was either Capernaum, 
or Naim : whereas there can be no Reaſon 
to believe, that Mary Magdalen reſided at 
either of thoſe Places. Says Mr. James 
Macknight, Harm. F. xliii. p. 134. 'H pay- 
dz, the Magdalen, or Magdalite, proba- 
bly from Magdala, the place of her Nati- 
vity, a Town ſituated ſomewhere beſide the 
Lake, and mentioned Matt, xv. 39.“ 


A Paſlage at the Begining of the next 
Chapter of St. Luke's Goſpel deſerves parti- 
cular Attention, Which therefore ſhall be 


here 


a Woman waſheth his Feet with Tears, &c.” And in Dr. 
Clarke's Paraphraſe the ſame Paragraph is briefly expreſſed in 
this Manner, © Jeſus ſhews by the Similitude of a forgiven 
Debtor, that repenting Sinners often exceed other Men in 
Zeal and Piety.“ I might refer to others. But theſe 
Inſtances are ſufficient to ſhew, that not a few learned Men 
have declined naming the Woman there ſpoken of, and that 


they have not been ſatisfied, ſhe was the ſame with Mary 
Magdalen, 
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here recited. And it came to paſs afterwards, 
that He went throughout every City and Village, 
preaching, and ſhewing the glad Tidings of 
the Kingdom of God, And the Twelve were 
with him, and certain Women, which had been 
bealed of evil Spirits, and Infirmities : Mary, 
called Magdalen, out of whom went ſeven De- 
vis, and Joanna, Wife of Chuza Herod's 
Steward, and Suſannah, and many others. 
Which miniſtred to Him of their Subſtance, 


Ch. viii. 1.2. 3. 
This Text affords divers Reaſons for think- 


ing, that Mary Magdalen is not the Woman 
intended in the preceding Chapter. 

In the fr/f# Place, it hence appears, that 
Mary Magdalen was a Woman of Quality. 


But it is very uncommon: for ſuch to deſerve 


the Character given Ch. vii. 37. a Woman in 
the City, which was a Sinner. And the Pha- 


Tiſee, at whoſe Houſe our Lord was then 


entertained, /pake within Himſelf, ſaying : 
This Man, if He were a Prophet, would have 
known who, and what Manner of Woman this 
is that toucheth Him. For fhe tis a Sinner. 
Mr. Macknight, again, argues to the like 


Purpoſe. p. 134. Mary Magdalen ſeems 


rather to have been a Woman of high Sta- 
tion, 


TH 


tion, and opulent Fortune, being mentioned by 
St. Luke even before Joanna, the Wife of 1o 
great a Man as Herod's Steward. Beſides, the 
other Evangeliſts, when they have Occaſion 
to ſpeak of our Lord's female Friends, com- 
monly aſſign the firſt Place to Mary Magda- 
len.” As Matt. xxvii. 56. 61. xxviii. 1. 
Mark xv. 40. 47. And ſee Luke xxiv. 10. 
But John xix. 25. affords an Exception. 

Grotius, in his Annotations upon Matt. 
XXviii, 1. ſpeaks to the like Purpoſe +. He 
likewiſe thinks, it was at her Expenſe, 
chiefly, that the Spices were prepared for 
embalming the body of Jeſus, | 

To which I would add, that the Prece- 
dence, juſt taken Notice of, may have been, 
partly, owing to her Age. 

Secondly, in the Text, which we are now 
conſidering, Mary Magdalen is mentioned 
with other Women, who had been bealed of 
evil Spirits, and Infirmities. And of Her 
is ſaid, out, of whom went ſeven Devils. 
Which is alſo obſerved by another Evange- 


liſt, 


+ Maria Magdalene.) Quam ut ducem agminis Matthaeus 
nominat. Et credo ab ea factos praecipue ſumtus. Sane 


ceteris nobilior fuiſſe videtur, quia nomen ejus aliis praeponi 
ſolet. Grot. in Matt. xxviii. 1. 
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liſt. Mark xvi. 9. She therefore was one of 
thoſe, who ate ſometimes called Demoniacs, 
and had been poſſeſſed, as we generally ſay, 
by evil Spirits ||. 

Accordingly, Dr. Lardner, in his Cafe of 
the Demoniacs, mentioned in the New Tefa- 
ment, has ſeveral Times taken Notice of 
Mary Magdalen. At p. 104. 105. He ſays: 
e What was Mary's Caſe, appears in general 
by St. Luke's Account. ch. viii. 1. 2. 
Here Mary is reckoned among thoſe, whom 
our Lord had healed of Infirmities, and 
ſuch Infirmities, as were aſctibed to evil Spi- 
rits,” 

« But I do hot think; we can with Cer- 
tainty conclude from thoſe Words, what was 
her particular Affliction, becauſe the Jews 
in thoſe Times imputed a great Variety of 
Diſtempers to the Influence of Demons. 


But though we dare not ſay poſitively, what 


was her Caſe, whether a diſtempered Frame 
of Mind, or Epilepſy, or ſomewhat elſe : 


it appears to Me very evident, that ſome na- 


tural, not moral Diſtemper, is hereby in- 
tended, 
1 Dr. Clarke's Paraphraſe of Luke viii. 2. is thus : © par- 


ticulatly, Mary Magdalen, whom he had miraculouſly deli- 
vered from evil Spirits, that had poſſeſſed her,” 


tet 


tended, and that by ſeven Demons 1s meant 
many: a certain number being put for an 
uncertain. It was ſuppoſed, as in the Caſe 
of the Man, who called himſelf Legion, 
that more than one Demon, or unclean Spi- 
rit, was concerned in inflicting, or aggravat- 
ing the Infirmity, which ſhe had been afflict- 
ed with, and which our bleſſed Lord gra- 
ciouſly removed.“ 
Thirdly, in this Text Mary Magdalen is 
mentioned with divers other honorable Wo- 
men, who attended our Lord in his Jour- 
neys, and miniſtred to Him of their Sub- 
ſtance 4. | 
But it may be juſtly . e 
our Lord would have allowed of that, if 
Mary's Conduct had been unreputable in the 
former Part of her Life. For though He 
received ſuch an one as a Penitent, and aſ- 
ſured her of the F 9 98 of her Sins; 
; B it 


+ + Of that Attendance Grotius ſpeaks in this Manner, 
More Judaico, ut recte notat Hieronymus, mulicres, viduae 
praeſertim, ſolebant Magiſtris neceſſaria ſuppeditare. Quod 
ſecuti ſunt Apoſtoli inter Judaeos, Paulus inter Gentes omi- 
ſit, ne ſiniſterioris ſermonis anſam praeberet. Maluit autem 
Chriſtus admittere hoc beneficium, quam cum Apoſtolorum 


comitatu gravis eſſe ignotis, ad quos adventabat. Grot. ad 
Luc. viii. 1. 
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it would not be eafily reconciled with the 
Rules of Prudence, to admit ſuch a Perſon 


to a ſtated Attendance. 


This Argument has affected the Minds 
of many learned Men +.þ. 

Nor can it be imagined, that any Women 
of Diſtinction, and good Credit, would ad- 
mit into their Company one who had been 
under the Reproach of a diſordetly Life. 


By St. Luke they are here enumerated after 


this Manner. Mary called Magdalen, Joanna 
the Wife of Chuza Herod's Steward, and Su- 
Janna, and many others, In St. Matthew 
xxvii. 55. 56. And many Women were there, 
bebolding afar off, which followed Jeſus from 
Galilee, miniſtring unto Him. Among whom 
was Mary Magdalen, and Mary the Mother 
of James and Yoſes, and the Mother of Ze- 
bedee's Children. Compare Mark xv. 40. 47. 


Xvi. 


+4 Sed et de vita Magdalenae ante acta nihil plane con- 
ſtat, niſi quod abludere a majeſtate Domini videatur, quod 
in comitatu ſuo mulierem ob impuritates ſuas infamem vo- 
laerit circamducere, . . Neque conſulit huic difficultati Nat. 


Alexander, quad anſa omni ſcandalo per illuſtrem atque in- 


ter judaeos notam poenitentiam praeciſa fuerit. Nimis enim 
efferata erat Judacorum malitia, quam ut eapropter a convi- 
tis ceſlaturi eſſent. Lampe in Joann. Evang, cap. xix. T. 3. 
9. 608, Vid. et Bafnag, Ann. 31. num. xlii. 


C30 

xvi. 1. Luke xxiv, 10. John xix. 25, All 
theſe muſt have been Women of an un- 
blemiſhed Character. And ſo far was there 
from being any Exception to Mary Magda- 
len, that She is ſeveral Times mentioned, 
as the moſt honorable, and placed firſt of 
all, 

Among them, whether She be expreſſly 
named, or not, was our Lord's Mother. 
And undoubtedly an exact Decorum was ob- 
ſerved, according to the Jewiſh Cuſtom. 
Nor were they idle *,. As Jerome ſays, 
they provided for our Lord's Accommodation 
in his Food, and Garments . And, poſſi- 
bly, Mary Magdalen preſided in the Direc» 
tion of the Affairs, which were under their 


Care +þ. 
* 2 B 2 When 


„ ſecutae ſunt Jeſum non otioſae, ſed facientes quae 
mandebantur ab eo, et delectabant eum. Miniſtrantes enim 
ſequebantur eum. Orig. in Matt. Im. 35. num. 141. p. 
929. T. 3. ed. Bened, 

Conſuetudinis Judaicae fuit, nec ducebatur in culpam, 
more gentis antiquo, ut mpljeres de ſubſtantia ſua victum ate 
que veſtitum praeceptoribus miniſtrarent. &c. Hieran. in * | 
xxwij. Tom. + 7. 140. Bened, , 
| +4 odr a dur dpymyb; wes pathrrpiay yin, x. As 
*. ap. Phat: Cod: 275. p. 165. | 
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When they accompanied our Lord in any 
of his Journeys, they may have followed 
at a Diſtance, and in a ſeparate Band. And, 


as may be well ſuppoſed; they had ſome fe- 
male Servants of their own. 


The Woman called a Sinner, was abſo- 
lutely excluded from having any Part in that 
Company. When ſhe came into the Room, 
where our Lord was, and gave Proofs of 
Repentance, He graciouſly, and openly re- 
ceived Her, as a Penitent. Having deliver- - 
ed the Similitude of two forgiven Debtours, 
he addreſſed the Phariſee, at whoſe Houſe 
he was, in theſe Words: Wherefore, I ſay 
unto Thee, ber Sins, which are many, are 
forgiven, Luke vii. 47. Afterwards, at ver. 
48. And He ſaid unto Her: Thy Sins are 
forgiven. Finally, at ver. 50. And He ſaid 
to the Woman : Thy faith bath ſaved Thee. 
(Go in Peace. Nor could any unprejudiced 
Men diſallow our Lord's Ability to diſcern 
her real Temper, and to pronounce a right 
Sentence, after He had ſhewn to the Pha- 
riſee Himſelf, that He knew * imat 


Thoughts. 


In all this our Bleſſed Lord ad ae 
to His great Deſign, which was to bring 


ſinful 


r 
ſinful Men to Repentance. And He faith - 
fully diſcharged the important Commiſſion 
that had been given Him, which was, 7 
ſeth, and to ſave that which was loſt, Matt. 
Xviii, 11. Luke xix. 10. 

But it cannot be reaſonably ſuppoſed, that 
He would admit ſuch a Perſon into the 
Number of his ſtated Attendants. And I 
believe, that they who attentively obſerve 
our Lord's Hiſtory, as recorded in the Goſ- 
pels, may perceive his Life to have been 
an Example of admirable Wiſdom and Pru- 
dence, - as well as of the ſtricteſt Virtue, 


and the. moſt generous Goodneſs and Com- 
paſſion. ] . | 14; 


Let us now ſum up the Evidence, ſo 
far as We have gone, Mary of Magdala 
was a Woman, of Diſtinction, and very 
eaſy in her worldly Circumſtances. For 
a : while She had labored under ſome bo- 
dily Indiſpoſition, which our Lord mira- 
culouſly healed. For which Benefit She 
was ever after very. thankfull, So far as 
we know, her. Conduct was always regu- 
lar, and free from Cenſure. And we may 


reaſons 


v1 

reaſonably believe, that after her Acquain- 
tance with our Saviour, it was edifying, 
and exemplary, I conceive of Her, ag 
a Woman of a fine Underſtanding, and 
known Virtue and Diſcretion, with a Dig- 
nity of Behaviour, becoming her Age, her 
Wiſdom, and her high Station. By all 
which She was a Credit to Him, whom 
She followed, as her Maſter and Benefac- 
tor. She ſhewed our Lord great Reſpect 
in his Life, at his Death, and after it. 
And She was one of thoſe, to whom He 
firſt ſhewed Himſelf after his Reſurrec- 
tion. As appears from Matt. xxviii. 1. 
10. Mark xvi. 9. and John xx. 1... 18, 


I am very unwilling to trouble You with 
the Intricacies of Criticiſm. But I fear, 
my Argument will not be reckoned con- 
cluſive by all, unleſs I proceed a little far- 
ther, and take Notice of ſome other 
Things. For by ſome it has been ſup- 
poſed, that Mary, Siſter of Lazarus, was 
the ſame as Mary Magdalen. And by ſome 
at * r ee that A Siſter of 

: hun, 


E 
Lazarus, is the ſame as the Woman, cal. 
led a Sinner. 

Firſt. Some have ſuppoſed, that Mary, 
Siſter of Martha and Lazarus, was the fame 
as Mary Magdalen. This is an Aſſertion 
of Baronius , who was confuted by Iſaac 
Caſaubon +, G. J. Voſſius , and others. 
Grotius {| likewiſe has well argued againſt 
that Opinion. 

Indeed I think it very manifeſt, that they 
are different Perſons, For 1, Mary Mag- 
dalen was ſo called from a Place ſituated in 
Galilee. Lazarus and his Siſters were In- 
habitants of Bethany near Jeruſalem, in 

Judea, 


In primis dicimus, atteſtatione Joannis Evangeliſtae, 
immo Chriſti, apertiſſime conſtare, unam eandemque per- 
ſonam fuiſſe Mariam Lazari et Marthae ſororem cum Maria 
Magdalena. Baron. Ann. 32. num. xix. 

+ Exercit. Antibar. xix. num. xi. | 

1 Longius vero a janua, quod dicitur, videntar mihi 
aberraſſe, qui arbitrantur, Mariam, a qua Dominus, priuſ- 
quam pateretur, inunctus fuit, Mariam fuiſſe Magdale- 
nam. .. . Haec enim non ea nota ab aliis diſtinguitur Ma- 
riis, Rey inunxerit Dominum, ſed quod Dominus ex ei ſep- 
tem ejecerit daemonia, G. J. Ve. Harm. Ev. l. 1. c. 3. 
5. wii, 


Via. Grot. in Matt. xxvi. 6. 
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Judea, properly ſo called. John xi. 1. and 
elſewhere. 2. Mary Magdalen is frequent- 
ly named with other Women, who attend- 
ed our Lord in his Journeys, and came up 
with Him from Galilee to Jeruſalem, at 
the Times of the great Feaſts, as We have 
ſeen, But Lazarus and his Siſters reſided at 
Bethanie. Nor do we read of any Atten- 
dance, which either of thoſe Siſters gave 
our Lord, except at the Place: of their or- 
dinary Reſidence. St. Luke has. recorded 
2 Viſit, which our Lord made there, not 
improbably, as He was going up to the Feaſt 
of the Dedication, mentioned John x. 22. 
And it came to paſs, ſays St. Luke, as they went, 
that He entred into a certain Village. And 
a certain Woman, named Martha, received 
Him into her Houſe. And ſhe had a Siſter, 
named Mary, which alſo ſat at Jeſus Feet, 
and heard his Word. And what there fol- 
lows. Luke x. 38. 39. And St. John, ch. 

xi. giving an Account of the Sickneſs, and 
Death, and Reſurrection of Lazarus, aſ- 
ſures us, that both his Siſters were at Home, 
at Bethany. Here likewiſe it was, that Ma- 
ry anointed our Lord with precious Oint- 
ment, 


(7 1 
ment, a ſhort Time before his laſt Suffer- 


ings, as related John xii. at the Begining. 
3- Mary Magdalen is particularly mentioned 


with others, whom our Lord had miracu- 
louſly healed of Infirmities. And out of 
Her, as is ſaid, went ſeven Demons. But 
nothing of this Kind is ever ſaid, or hinted 
of Mary, Siſter of Lazarus. 
. Secondly, Some have ſuppoſed, Mary, 
Siſter of Martha and Lazarus, to be the 
ſame with the Woman, called 2 Sinner, of 
wha St. Luke ſpeaks in ch. vii. | 
For St. John writes ch. xi. 1. 2. Now a 
certain Man was fick, named Lazarus, of 
Bethany, the Town of Mary, and her Sifter 
Martha, It was that Mary, which anoint- 
ed the Lord with Ointment, whoſe Brother 
Lazarus was ſick. 
lere therefore We muſt again recollect 
what St. Luke fays vii. 37. 38. And be- 
bold, a Woman in the City, which was a Sin- 
ner, when ſhe knew that Jeſus ſat at Meat 
in the Phariſee's Houſe, brought an Alabaſter 
Box of Ointment, and flood at his Feet be- 
hind Him, weeping. And She began to waſh 
bis Bo, with Tears, and did wipe them with 
C tbe 
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} the Hairs of ber Head, and kiſſed his Feet, 
'ÞF and anointed them with the Ointment.. 

N Hence, then, it may be argued, that St. 
John has told us the Name of the Woman 
- that was 4 Sinner, though St. Luke omit- 
"= ted it. She is Mary, Siſter of Lazarus. 
"| To which I would anſwer. - 1. Mary, 
45 Siſter of Lazarus, was a Woman of good 
WE Character, without any Note of Infamy. 
wh St. Chryſoſtom, in a Homily upon the Be- 
J gining of the eleventh Chapter of St. John's 
Goſpel, ſays: Some have put the Quel- 
* tion, whether this be the ſame with Her 
* that. is called @ Sinner. But without 
e Reaſon, He ſays, for * this was a vir- 
e tuous Woman, of good Credit.” And 
in a Homily. upon Matt. xxvi. 6. &c. he 
calls the Siſter of Lazarus, an I admi- 
*« rable Woman,” 2. The Anointing, men- 
tioned by St. Luke, was done at Naim, or 
Capernaum, or ſome other Place in Gali- 
lee, But Mary, Siſter of e as was 


15 before 
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before ſhewn, dwelt at Bethany. 3. St. 
John here intends that Anointing of our 
Lord, of which Himſelf has given a par- 
ticular Relation in ch. xii. 1. . 8. Which 
therefore We muſt now obſerve.” IB Je- 
ſus fix Days before the Paſſover came to Be- 
thany, where Lazarus was, which bad been 
dead. There they made Him a Supper, and 
Martha ſerved, But Lazarus was one of 
them that ſat at Table. Then took Mary a 
Pound of Ointment of Spikenard, very 
coſtly, and anointed the Feet of Jeſus, and 
wiped his Feet with ber Hair. And the 
Houſe was filled with the Odour of the 
Ointment. Then ſaid one of his Diſciples, 
Judas Iſcariot, Simon's Son, which ſhould 
betray Him : Why was not this Ointment ſold 
for three hundred Pence, and given to the 
Poor? . . . Then ſaid Jeſus : Let ber alone : 
again the Day of my Burying has She kept 
this. For the Poor always Ye have with 
You. But Me ye have not always. 

That this is a different Anointing from 
that mentioned by St, Luke, is manifeſt 
from divers Particulars. They differ in 
the Circumſtances of Time, and Place, 

C 2 4s 
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as juſt ſhewn. Again, in the former it 
was Simon the Phariſee, who took Offenſe 
at our Lord's ſuffering Himſelf to be touch - 
ed by a Woman that was a Sinner. Here 
it is Judas, one of the Diſciples, who 
murmurs at the Expenſe. And our Lord's 
Vindications are quite different. To which 
might be added, that the Woman, of whom 
St. Luke writes, ſtood behind our Lord 
weeping, and waſhed bis Feet with Tears. 
But + St. John has not a Word of Mary's 
ſhedding any Tears, though he has twice 
ſaid, that She wiped bis Feet with ber Hair, 
See ch. xi. 2. and xii. 3, 


In Matt. xxvi. 6.... 13. and Mark xiv. 
3+ + + + 9. as is well known, is an Account 
of our Saviour's being anointed by a cer- 
tain Woman, a ſhort Time before the Paſſ- 
over. Some # learned Interpreters think, 

At. that 


+ Et quae ſecundum Lucam eſt, plorat, et multum la- 
chrymat, ut pedes Jeſu lachrymis lavet. Quae autem ſe- 
cundum Joannem eft Maria, neque peccatrix, neque la- 

' chrymans introducitur. Orig. in Matt, hom. 35. num. 77. 
P. 892. Vid. et Hieran. in Matt. xxwvi. 7. T. 4. p. 125. | 

Cleric. Harm. Evang. cap. lii. p. 350. 35 1. erf cap. lix. 

7. 404. 


| 1 
that theſe are different Hiſtories, and that 
our Lord was twice anointed in Bethany, 
in the Space of a few Days: once by Mary 
Siſter of Lazarus, as related by St. John, 
and a ſecond Time by another Woman, 
not named, as related by thoſe two Evan- 
geliſts. Others „ think, that theſe three 
Evangeliſts ſpeak of one and the ſame A- 
nointing. Which to Me appears very right. 
But it is not needfull, that I ſhould now 
ſtay to reconcile thoſe Accounts. 


I have aimed to ſhew, that Mary Mag- 
dalen is not the Woman, called 2 Sinner, 
of whom St. Luke writes ch. vii. And I 
ſuppoſe, that moſt Proteſtant Divines are 
of the ſame Opinion. The learned Ro- 
maniſts have been divided, The Grounds 


and 


p. 404. 405. See alſo Mr. Macknight's Harm. F, 109. 5. 97. 
98. and 5. 124. p. 146. 

G. J. Yofſ. Harm. Ev. l. 1. cap. 3.4. 7. Calvin in Joan, 
Bv. xii. 1. Lampe Comm. in Jo. T. 2. p. 822. Bynaeus de Morte 
Chriſti. I. i. cap. 3. mum. v. Ic. Lenfant fur. Matt. xxwvi. 6. 
et Jean. wii, 2. 3. Doddridge's Famity- Expoſitor. Vel. 2. p. 283. 
note (a). Hammond upon Luke vii. 37. Vid et Hieron. in Matt. 
au. T. 4. p. 125. fin, 
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and Reaſons of the Controverſy de 
them may be ſeen in ſeveral 4. 

Nevertheleſs the learned Benedictin E- 
ditor of St. Chryſoſtom's Works has ex- 
preſſed Himſelf very freely concerning this 
Point, in a Note upon one of the Homilies 
above cited, “It is a difficult Queſtion, 
ſays He, whether the Woman that was a 
Sinner, who waſhed Chriſt's Feet, be the 
ſame as Mary, Siſter of Lazarus. But that 
Mary Magdalen is different from them, is 
now denied by very few +,” 

Tillemont begins his Article of Mary 


Magdalen with theſe Words: * It is an 


ancient Queſtion in the Church, and upon 
which all are not Jag arr” agreed, whe- 
ther 


1 See in Bayle's Dictionary J. Fevre, 4 Etaples, or 
Faber Stapulenſis, particularly Note (E). They who have 
Leiſure might alſo conſult Tillemont's Chapter of S. Marie 
Madelaine, Mem. Tom. 2, and the Notes upon it, which are 
long, and contain a great deal of Learning, relating to this 
Subject. 

Grandis Quaeſtio, utrum Peccatrix illa, quae Chriſti 
pedes abluit, eadem ipſa fit, quae ſoror Lazari : quam trac- 
tare praeſentis non eſt inſtituti. Mariam autem Magdale- 
nam ab his diverſam eſſe, pauci jam negant. . Chryft, 


T. 7. p. 765. 


( 23 ] 
ther Mary Magdalen be the ſame as Mary 
Siſter of Lazarus, and the Woman that is 
ſaid to be a Sinner, or whether they are 
three different Perſons. - The moſt illuſ- 
trious Churches of France, and almoſt all 

the learned Men of our Times, have de- 
clared for the Diſtinction of theſe three 
" Perſons. And it has been proved by Rea- 
ſons, which ſeem fully to decide the Dif- 


Hculty,- if We will judge without Preju- 
dice.“ 5 
Du Pin, referring to Luke vii. ſays: 


« It * is commonly thought, that this 
Woman was Mary Magdalen. Nevertheleſs 
the Evangeliſt, who relates this Hiſtory, 
does not name Her. All he ſays, is, that 

She was a Woman in that City, known for 
her diſorderly Life. It is not at all proba- 
ble, that She was Mary Magdalen, or 
| 0170 Mary 


On croit communement, que cette femme Etoit Marie 
Magdeleine. Cependant I' Evangeliſte S, Luc, qui rapporte 
cette hiſtoire, ne la nomme point. C' ẽtoit une femme con- 
nuè dans la ville pour une femme de mauvaiſe vie. Il n' y a : 
pas d' apparence, que ce fut ni Marie Magdeleine, ni Marie 
Soeur du Lazare, dont nous parlerons, qui ẽtoient des femmes 
de qualité, et de bonne condition. Da Pin Hiſtoiro de I 
Egliſe.en Abrege. Vol. i. p. 451. 


( 24 ] 
Mary Siſter of Lazarus, who were Wo- 
men of Quality, and good Condition.” 

After this long Argument, and ſo many 
good Authorities, I may leave You to con- 
fider, whether they have not ſome good 
Reaſon for their Judgement, who diſlike 
the Denomination, or Inſcription, taken 
Notice of at the Begining of this Letter. 
A Magdalen- Houſe for penttent Pr. . . tes. 
It appears to Me a great Abufe of the 
Name of a truly honorable, and I think 
truly excellent Woman. If Mary's Shame 
had been manifeſt, and upon Record, She 
could not have been worſe ſtigmatized : 
Whereas the difadvantageous Opinion con- 
cerning the former Part of her Life is found- 
ed only in an uncertain and conjectural 
Deduction. And if the Notion, that She 
was the Woman in Luke vii. be no more 
than a vulgar Errour, it ought to be aban- 
doned by wiſe Men, and not propagated, 
and perpetuated *,* 


Beſides, 


* 4 


e Since writing what is above, and indeed the whale of 
this. Later, I have wet with a Book, entitled Theapktr os 
the Plan. for a Magdalen · Aa for Repentant Proſtitutes, ad- 


( 25 * 
| Befides, are there no bad Conſequences, 


of a moral Kind, to be apprehended from 
this 


dvefſed to the Promoters of this Charity. Where, at p. 23. is 
this Paragraph. © Give Me Leave to take Notice of the 
Name of Your Charity, It does not appear to Me, that 
Mary Magdalen was deficient in Point of Chaſtity, as is 
vulgarly underſtood. I rather imagine She was not. It 
is certain, She was a Lady of Diſtinction, and of a great 
and noble Mind. Her Gratitude for the miraculous Cure 
performed upon Her was ſo remarkable, that her Story is 
related with the greateſt Honor. And She will ever ſtand 
fair in the Records of Fame. Your Charity requires a Zeal 
like hers. You are her Diſciples. And the Dedication of 
Your Inftitution to her Memory is entirely conſiſtent with the 
Honor due to her Character. And in this Light no Name 
more proper could be given to it.” Any one may be ſenſible, 
that the Juſtice done to Mary Magdalen, in the former Part 
of this Paragraph, is very pleaſing to me, But I do not per- 
ceive, how the Title, pleaded for, can be confiftent wwith the 
Honor due to her Character. For it carries in it an Implica · 

tion, that She once laboured under the like bad Habits 
with the Women placed under the Roof of the Houſes dedi- 
cated to Her. Which Houſes, with this Title, will uphold 
the popular Opinion againſt the beſt Arguments. And Ma- 
ry Magdalen, rather than any other, muſt till be the Patro- 
neſs of Penitents, becauſe She is ſuppoſed to have been for 
ſome while a great Sinner. An underſtanding Man, like 
the Author of theſe Thoughts, may now and then declare in 
Converſation, and in Writing, that Mary Magdalen was not 
defitient in Point of Chaſtity : but to little or no Purpoſe. Theſe 


Houſes, ſo named, will be new Monuments erected, in a 
D Proteſtant 


*** — 


—— 


_— — 


PT 4 — . 


: 4 
* A 
l * 
* 
91 »4 „ 
i * 
% - 
: 9 
'T - 
vr 
; : o 
& - i 
| 141 
a : 
: '® 
\ f 
þ J4 : # 
I » 
iv N 
* 
| N : 
, 
$£0 0 
* 
1 n 
15S 
$734 : 
5 172 
1 1 
1 "1.4 2 
fi C 
\ 4.43 
* LY. 
: Sa © 
: o 
1 
2+ 
iv 
1 
7 
RL 
' 
\ LAS 
+ 1 
18. 
14 
ry 0 
11 
4 
1 
*| 
4 
8 
1 
7. 


— «c ͤ„» „ LIE - - © 


— =» tion 


— — —᷑̃ — ———— —1ꝗ 6 
— — 


—— — ci — —— 


—— — — 


— — — — 3 


— 
ͤ—:)m!nß..d r ——ꝛů—ů — ů —̃ ̃ͤ — ] ——— 
2 


= — A „% — 
- <X w— 


- X — — 
* 


— — 


— 
_ 3 


r Ir 
Fi 1 = 


* 
e. 
— <——— 


Ly 
— 


E 
this miſtaken, or at beſt very doubtfull 
Opinion ? Some, perhaps, many, will be 
admitted into theſe Houſes, who have lived 
very diſſolute Lives, and have been very 
abandoned Creatures. And the Proofs of 
the Repentance of ſome may be very am- 
biguous. Nevertheleſs all who get into 
Houſes, called Magdalen- Houſes, will reck- 
on themſelves Magdalens. If they have 
been firft taught to impute to Her their own-- 
Vices, they will ſoon learn to aſcribe to 
themſelves her Virtues, whether with Rea- 
| fon, or without. At the loweſt, they will 
be encouraged to magnify themſelves be- 
yond what might be wiſhed ; where Hu- 
mility, as we may think, ſhould be one 
requiſite Qualification. And indeed I ima- 
vine, it would be beſt, that theſe Houſes 
ſhould not have the Denomination of ay 
Saint at all. 
It 


Proteſtant Countrey, to the Diſhonour of a virtuous Woman, 
added to all others of the like Kind, which there are al - 
ready in Popiſh Countreys. In which, eſpecially ſome of 
them, Ignorance and Superſtition prevail to a great Degree. 
And may .they never ah anne and be ſo general among 
Us ! 5's > 
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It is not my Intention to diſparage Vour 


Inſtitution. I hope, that many of your 
Patients may be recovered to Wiſdom and 
Virtue: though I cannot ſee the Reaſon, 
why they ſhould be called Magdalens. 

It may not be proper for Me to recom- 
mend another Infcription, But I 'appre- 
hend, that a Variety might be thought of, 
all of them decent and inoffenfive. I ſhall 
propoſe one, which is very plain: A Cha- 
rity- Houſe for penitent Women. Which, 
J think, ſufficiently. indicates their Fault: 
and yet is, at the ſame Time, expreſſive, 


of Tenderneſs, by avoiding a Word of 
offenſive Sound and Meaning, © denoting the 


loweſt Diſgrace that human Nature can 
fall into, and which few modeſt Men and 
Women can think of without Pain and 
Uneaſineſs. Or, if that Title is not reck- 
oned diſtinct and pactiqulat enough, with 
a ſmall Alteration, it may be made, for 
penitent Harlots. 

Perhaps You will ſay, that this Letter wy 
been brought to You too late. And I could 


now almoſt wiſh, You had had it ſooner, 


provided it contains any Thing deſerving 


Your ' 
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